Mrs. Smitherman – 9th Grade English – Rules and Procedures – 2011-2012

I am so excited to be able to spend the first year of your high school experience with you!!!  I am looking forward to a wonderful year!!!  To make this year easier for you, I have created a website for all the information you might need.  It will have assignments, important information and deadlines, cool websites, plus tons of other stuff you need to know. I’ll be updating it daily, so it would be a great idea for you to check it at least a couple of times per week.  The web address is www.smitherman.danvillehs.com.  You can also access it from the school’s homepage by clicking on “Teacher Blogs” and then “Smitherman Class Blog.”  Hope it helps!
Materials:
· three-ring binder (2 or 3 inches) 
· two 2 pocket folders (with or without prongs) for a writing portfolio and an article folder
· 5 divider pages/tabs (Labeled as follows: “Daily Dose,” “Vocabulary,” “Grammar,” “Literature,” “Writing”) 
· loose leaf paper
· pencils/pens (in colors that I can easily read)
· copies of The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle (for 1st semester) and A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle (for 2nd semester) These can be checked out, borrowed, or bought.  Used book stores often have these books for very little money! 
Rules:
1. Be ready!
2. Be responsible!
3. Be respectful!
Consequences for Breaking Rules:
I will give paragraphs, and I will send you to the office, but my favorite is calling your parents. (
Grades:
Academic grades are based on classwork, homework, essays, tests, projects, and book talks.  All work should be turned in on time.  For every day that an assignment is not turned in after the due date, your grade will drop by one letter grade (about ten points).
Tardy Policy:
If you are not in my room and in your seat when the bell rings, then you are tardy; you must get a pass from the teacher or administrator who kept you past the bell.  Paragraphs are my favorite for tardy kiddos!  three tardies = one absence

Attendance:
Coming to class is important.  If you miss too many days, it will be hard for you to keep up with what we are doing in class.  If you are absent, you have until progress reports or report cards go out (whichever comes first) to make up any missed work (and that is much longer than I am required to give you).  Be responsible!  As soon as you come back, you can get any handouts you missed from the tray for your class period located underneath the bulletin board titled “While You Were Out.”  You can also simply ask me or check the website for my classes.  I will always have the assignments for your class posted, along with any links to handouts/worksheets that you may need.

Cell Phones: 
I follow school policy.  No cell phones out in my class.  If I see or hear it, I will take it up. End of story.

Parent Meetings:
If one of your parents wishes to meet with me, I would be happy to do so!!!  My phone number here at DHS is 773-9909.  My e-mail address is blsmitherman@morgank12.org.  We will set up a meeting at your parent’s earliest convenience.

Please return the completed bottom part of this sheet to me for extra points!!!  Make sure you and one of your parents or guardians have signed it!!!
(cut here)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read this packet of information about Mrs. Smitherman’s classroom rules and procedures.  I have been given an opportunity to ask questions about it, and I understand the information contained within it.

Student Signature: ____________________________   Date: _____________

I have read my child’s packet of information about Mrs. Smitherman’s classroom rules and procedures.  I understand that if I have any questions about it, I can contact Mrs. Smitherman at 773-9909.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________   Date: ______________

